
Ballad: The Haughty Actor

In "The Haughty Actor," presented as a ballad from "The Bab Ballads," we meet Gibbs, an actor of Drury
Lane, celebrated for his remarkable performance which enticed excessive admiration. This adulation,
however, swells his ego to the point of vanity, especially when confronted with a lesser role in another play,
which he haughtily refuses. Following this decision, a vivid dream unfolds, serving as the core of our ballad.

The dream transports Gibbs into a dramatic altercation with a band of robbers, during which he suffers a
severe hand injury from a sword. Not perceiving the wound gravely at first, its seriousness soon becomes
apparent, propelling him to seek the expertise of Surgeon Cobb—a practitioner freshly successful from a
neatly performed hip amputation. Cobb, portrayed as an up-and-coming yet proud surgeon, refuses to treat
the seemingly trivial injury of Gibbs' finger, stating a preference for more significant surgical acts such as
amputations, aligning only with high-stake cases that pay handsomely. This refusal mirrors the arrogance
exhibited by Gibbs over his acting roles, paralleling the theme of pride and downfall.

This encounter is crafted with a blend of wit and satire, mocking the pomposity inherent in both characters.
Despite Gibbs' urgent pleas, highlighting the necessity of healing to resume his theatrical endeavors at Drury
Lane, Cobb remains unmoved, emphasizing his disdain for menial tasks. The ballad humorously critiques the
absurdity of self-importance and the inevitable humbling of such characters through their own conceited
demands.

The clever exchange between Gibbs and Cobb, hammered with rhymes and a rhythmic cadence, underscores
the folly in presuming superiority over others or one's circumstances— a lesson encapsulated in Gibbs'
dream. This dream sequence not only serves as a wakeup call to Gibbs but also acts as a broader commentary
on the pitfalls of haughtiness in any professional domain, marking "The Haughty Actor" as a timeless
reflection on humility and the perils of pride.


