
44. Cell Mate

In 1970, within the confines of her cell, Kya faces the harsh reality of isolation and the consequences of
trusting others. She reflects on her relationships, particularly with Tate, whose visits she declines, revealing a
deeper closure of her heart due to her vulnerability and distrust. Her solitary confinement highlights her
profound loneliness, with only her brother Jodie as a potential lifeline, whom she hesitates to burden with her
predicament. Her treasured belongings, a shell book from Tom Milton and biology texts from Tate, offer
little solace, her thoughts too scattered to engage fully with them. A visit from her lawyer, Tom Milton,
presents a bleak outlook on her trial, suggesting a plea bargain that Kya immediately rejects, unable to
concede to any admission of guilt.

This chapter delves deeply into Kya’s state of mind, portraying her resilience and determination in the face of
overwhelming adversity. Her interactions with others, from the guard Jacob to her lawyer, juxtapose the few
comforts she receives—a care package from Jumpin', and the unexpected, comforting presence of a cat
named Sunday Justice—with the gravity of her legal situation. Her refusal to see Tate, despite his steadfast
support, underscores her profound disillusionment and self-reliance, even as she grapples with her feelings
for him.

Her nightly encounter with Sunday Justice, a cat that slips into her cell, offers a poignant glimpse of
companionship and a temporary respite from her isolation. This gesture of silent empathy, alongside the care
shown by Jacob and the gifts from Jumpin', juxtaposes with the starkness of her cell and the severity of her
situation.

When Tate finally visits, their conversation, marked by his unwavering support and her insistence on self-
reliance, highlights their complex relationship and the difficult path ahead. Kya’s rejection of Tate’s efforts
to aid her, rooted in a deep-seated need to protect herself from further pain, stands in stark contrast to the
simple, unconditional acceptance she finds in Sunday Justice's companionship.


