
36. To Trap a Fox

In 1969, Joe entered the sheriff’s office, delivering a crucial report. Together with the sheriff, Ed, they
confirmed that fibers from Miss Clark's hat were found on Chase's jacket post-mortem, providing a
significant lead. The evidence compiled against Miss Clark was substantial: a witness account of her near the
crime scene, a missing shell necklace she made for the victim, motive rooted in personal betrayal, and
physical evidence linking her to the scene. Despite this, both men acknowledged the need for a stronger
motive but felt they had enough to proceed with questioning, if not outright charging her.

Yet, apprehending Miss Clark was not straightforward; her knack for evasion was legendary, outsmarting law
enforcement and census officials alike. Joe highlighted the futility of a direct pursuit through the swamp,
fearing it would only lead to embarrassment. Ed contemplated using dogs but ultimately rejected the idea,
feeling it unethical to employ such measures against a suspect presumed innocent, deeming it a last resort.

The focus then shifted to devising a strategy that could ensnare Miss Clark without resorting to brute force.
Despite the complexities and ethical dilemmas, the sheriff remained determined to proceed with tact,
underscoring his commitment to justice while navigating the moral quandaries of his profession. This
chapter, titled "To Trap a Fox," sets a scene of both strategic planning and moral reflection, emphasizing the
challenges law enforcement faces in balancing the pursuit of justice with the preservation of individual rights
and dignity.


