
19 A Traitor to His Blood

Chapter 19, titled "A Traitor to His Blood," delves deep into the sinister conspiracies and heinous crimes
against the Osage Indians, orchestrated primarily by a figure named Hale and his accomplices. The chapter
unfolds the gruesome reality of multiple murders aimed at gaining control over the Osage's oil-rich lands.
Despite the sensationalism surrounding the case, with media coverage bringing a mix of horror and intrigue
to the public eye, the heart of the narrative is the relentless pursuit of justice by White and his team of federal
agents.

White's investigation exposes Hale's direct involvement in several murders, including the suspected
poisonings of George Bigheart and Joe Bates, both Osage Indians. Key to unraveling Hale's heinous deeds
are the confessions and inside information provided by Ernest Burkhart, Hale's nephew and an intricate part
of the criminal network. However, the fight for justice faces significant obstacles, not least the corrupt legal
system and Hale's pervasive influence, which extends deep into Oklahoma's judicial institutions.

The chapter also highlights the broader societal context, revealing the public's fascination with the crimes
amidst the distressing predicament of the Osage community, fighting for their rights and seeking justice for
the vile murders of their kin. Amidst the legal battles and proceedings, the narrative also touches on personal
tragedies, including the poignant story of Mollie Burkhart, entangled in the web of murders that decimated
her family.

A significant breakthrough occurs when Burkhart, under immense pressure and fearing for his life, decides to
plead guilty and testify against Hale, marking a pivotal moment in the case. His decision unveils the depth of
Hale's criminal activities and becomes a crucial piece of evidence that propels forward the efforts to secure
justice for the Osage murders.

Throughout, the chapter intricately details the procedural aspects of the investigation and trials, the
challenges faced by White and his team in navigating the complex and corrupt legal landscape, and the
resilience of the Osage people amidst widespread brutality and betrayal. It culminates in a moment of partial
vindication with Burkhart's confession, yet leaves the door open to further trials and efforts to bring all
culprits to justice.


